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the assistance necessary to achieve an adequate
military balance when IFOR leaves. I intend
to keep it.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 12 but
was not issued as a White House press release.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Summit of the Americas
December 12, 1995

Last December, I joined the other 33 demo-
cratically elected leaders from the Western
Hemisphere in Miami for the historic Summit
of the Americas. Working in a new spirit of
cooperation, we set a common agenda to
strengthen the advance of democracy in our re-
gion, to protect our environment and natural
resources, to expand opportunities for our na-
tions and our communities, and to promote a
new partnership for hemispheric prosperity.

Over the last year, the hemisphere’s leaders
have worked hard to realize the ambitious pro-
gram defined at the summit. We are working
together to challenge money-launderers, nar-
cotics traffickers, and others who ignore the rule
of law. A new hemispheric Partnership for Pollu-
tion Prevention will phase out the use of leaded
gasoline and other chemicals that contaminate
our air and poison our soil.

In June, we hosted a meeting of regional
trade and commerce ministers to discuss meas-
ures to facilitate trade liberalization and to begin
preparations for the negotiation of a Free Trade
Area of the Americas by the year 2005. Already,
falling trade barriers have allowed our exports
to the hemisphere to grow by 12 percent in
the first half of 1995 to $112 billion, generating
over 180,000 export-related jobs. Steady progress
means more jobs and opportunities for American
workers and U.S. businesses as we look toward
the next century.

Working together, the democratic nations of
this hemisphere have achieved much. I know
we can accomplish much more. Despite the
challenges faced by our hemisphere this past
year, the foundations of the summit remain
strong and our nations, including the United
States, remain committed to our common goals.

Statement on the Resignation of Lee Brown as Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy
December 12, 1995

It is with regret that I have accepted the
decision of Dr. Lee Brown, Director of the Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy, to return
to private life and a teaching position. As Direc-
tor of the Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy and as a former police officer, Dr. Brown
has devoted much of his life and the entirety
of the past 21⁄2 years to fighting the scourge
of drugs in America.

My administration is strongly committed to
the battle against drugs, which will never be
over until every child in America knows that
drug use is dangerous, illegal, and wrong. We

still have far to go, but under Dr. Brown’s stew-
ardship, we have made solid progress: cracking
down on the international drug trade by break-
ing the powerful Cali drug cartel, calling for
drug testing of high school athletes, toughening
punishment of drug-related violence, and chal-
lenging the entertainment industry and sports
figures to do their part to speak out about the
dangers of drugs.

I am grateful for Dr. Brown’s good service
and for the groundwork that he has laid. My
administration will not rest until every young
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American knows the difference between right
and wrong when it comes to drug use.

Remarks on the Balkan Peace Process Following a Meeting With
Elie Wiesel and an Exchange With Reporters
December 13, 1995

The President. Good morning. I have just had
the pleasure of a meeting with Elie Wiesel to
discuss our efforts to secure the peace in Bosnia.
The citation on the Nobel Peace Prize awarded
to Elie Wiesel 9 years ago describes him as
a messenger to mankind. He is a passionate
witness to humanity’s capacity for the worst and
a powerful example of humanity’s capacity for
the best. Throughout his life, he has been an
advocate for peace and human dignity and the
duty we owe to one another. And I’d like to
ask him to say just a few words about the deci-
sions that are before our country and the work
of peace in Bosnia.

Mr. Wiesel. Mr. President, it is with a great
sense of pride and pleasure that I came to sup-
port your decision. I believe it is right; I believe
it is honorable. Two years ago or so, when we
both spoke at the very important event, the
opening of the Holocaust Memorial Museum,
I left my prepared remarks and appealed to
you, to your humanity, which I know is pro-
found, to do something, anything, to stop the
killing, the bloodshed, the violence, the hatred,
the massacre in former Yugoslavia.

I know how concerned you were. I know you
tried. You tried very hard, trying to influence
the European nations, the allies, the United Na-
tions. And what you are doing now will be re-
membered in history, because it is intervention
on the highest level and in its most noble form.

We in the United States represent a certain
moral aspect of history. A great nation owes
its greatness not only to its military power but
also to its moral consciousness, awareness. What
would future generations say about us, all of
us here in this land, if we do nothing? After
all, people were dying; people were killing each
other day after day. They stopped, thanks to
your leadership. I know of no other world figure
today who has done so much in the field for
foreign affairs as you have, Mr. President. To
send American men and women to preserve the

peace is an act of courage and of decency, and
I use the word advisedly, it’s an act of morality,
and that is why I am here with you today, Mr.
President.

The President. Thank you very much. I’d like
just to make, if I might, one or two other re-
marks. As all of you know, I will travel to Paris
this evening to witness the signing of the peace
agreement. After nearly 4 years of terrible de-
struction, Bosnia is at peace. We must not lose
sight of that fact. This is an extraordinary
achievement, and the question now is whether
the peace will endure.

Ultimately of course, that will have to be de-
cided by the Bosnian people themselves. But
they cannot have the opportunity to have peace
take hold without American leadership. I believe
our Nation has already made the difference be-
tween war and peace there. Now, I believe only
the United States can make the difference be-
tween whether the peace takes hold, because
the actions of all of our allies depend upon
our working together.

I hope that the Members of Congress will
recognize that fundamental truth as they con-
sider support for our troops and for the mission
of peace in Bosnia. We have an obligation as
we make this decision to remember that Bos-
nia’s war involved a lot of innocent people. Snip-
ers and shells turned schoolyards into grave-
yards. There were terrified faces of women and
girls who were raped as an instrument of war.
There were skeletal prisoners behind barbed
wire fences in what can only be called con-
centration camps. There were defenseless men
who were shot down into mass graves. Now
we have a chance to end all that and to give
Bosnia a chance at a better future.

I think we should also not forget that the
situation there has not always been hopeless;
that’s another thing I think that has colored
this debate. The fact is that for generations,
Bosnia was a place where people of different
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